
Dear Legacy Family, 

We recently celebrated our 21st First Day of School! Over the past two decades, more than
700 Legacy graduates have gone on to make their mark in the world. One of the greatest
privileges of being part of Legacy is witnessing the transformational power of education,
seeing scholars grow into young professionals, leaders, and changemakers. In this issue, you’ll
hear from Legacy alumni, including one who was recently elected to the Legacy Board of
Directors.

Our annual Back to School Fest brought families and alumni together for an evening filled
with face painting, a jumpy house, free school supplies, and an incredible showing of Legacy
graduates. A highlight of my evening was catching up with Clinton, a Class of 2017 alumnus
whose younger brother now attends Legacy. Clinton proudly shared that he earned a full-ride
scholarship to the University of Wisconsin–Madison and was accepted into the
undergraduate business program.

Stories like Clinton’s echo what our data show: Legacy’s high school graduation rate is 95%,
which is well above the CPS average of 86% and 80% among neighboring schools. This
success is rooted in the strength of our community, our Jedi, families, alumni, and dedicated
supporters.

In a world that often feels heavy, moments like these remind me that true light and change
come from education and community, the very heart of Legacy’s mission. I am deeply
grateful to each of you who helps nurture the next generation of leaders in North Lawndale.
This school year promises many more stories of achievement, and I thank you for your
continued commitment to our scholars and their bright futures.
I look forward to connecting with you at Legacy Circle gatherings, the Leadership Breakfast,
our annual Sneaker Ball, and the Class of 2026 graduation!

In Community, 

Liz Goss

Two decades leading with joy!



The new school year is off to a strong start! After focusing on
LEARN and LOVE during our strategic planning years, this year
is all about how we LEAD. Every member of our community has

the opportunity and responsibility to show leadership in
meaningful ways.

One of our most exciting goals is for 100% of scholars to lead
their own conferences. This empowers students to take

ownership of their learning by reviewing their data, identifying
areas for growth, and advocating for the support they need. 

We believe it is POSSIBLE for every scholar to lead the charge
in their educational journey by engaging deeply with their

progress and making intentional moves toward improvement.
This work is fueled by our academic commitment to raising

Math achievements across the school. We are also thrilled to
bring back Family Learning Nights, where all stakeholders can

come together to embrace the JOY of learning.

Our mission calls us to be ALL IN as we continue shaping
tomorrow’s leaders. We invite you to join us. Your donations

and in-school support are the foundation on which we build for
the future. The journey ahead may have challenges, but united

in purpose, we know this MISSION is POSSIBLE.

Mission: POSSIBLE!



Legacy is preparing the next generation of leaders

Meet Legacy Alum, Duane Bright, Class of 2022
Lane Technical High School, Class of 2026

As a proud Legacy alumnus, I credit Legacy with teaching my siblings and me the
fundamentals of life and sparking my passion for music and performance. My
brother Brandon was the Valedictorian of Legacy’s very first graduating class in
2012, and my sister Brianna followed in his footsteps as Valedictorian of the Class
of 2017. Continuing that tradition, I graduated in the top ten of my class.

Today, I serve on the executive board of my high school’s student council. Since
freshman year, I’ve been an active member of both the marching band and the
chamber choir. Looking ahead, I plan to attend either Tennessee State University
or Morehouse College, where I’ll major in performing arts and minor in business.
Visiting both campuses, I was struck not only by the quality of their programs but
also by the strong sense of community.

To today’s Legacy scholars, my advice is this: build and maintain connections.
Stay in touch with the people you know now and the people you’ll meet along the
way. Success isn’t only about what you know, it’s also about who you know.

My personal legacy will be to inspire through music, whether as an artist,
producer, or teacher. I want to share the joy of music and help the next generation
discover the same passion that drives me.

Supporting Legacy means giving children in our community the chance to explore
opportunities beyond North Lawndale. Legacy opened doors for me and my
siblings, doors that led my brother and me to Lane Tech, and for that, I am forever
grateful.



We are thrilled to welcome Josh Concannon and Amir Muhammad of
Dentons Law Firm, Sonya Moore, a Legacy parent, and our newest alumni
board member, Markayle Tolliver, to the Legacy Board of Directors.

"Being an alum of the second graduating class
(2013), I have felt the urgency and impact of

coming back to serve and pour into the
institution that poured into me. Now it is my

time to pour into the next generation of
leaders coming from the same road as me.”

“I strive to be the change I want to see, so I
pray. I know it's up to God, but I must work

like it's up to me! Being on the Legacy board
allows me to ensure the voice of our

parents is strong and present.”

“I joined the Legacy Charter School Board to
effectuate a meaningful change and impact

in a community that may often be
overlooked. I am looking forward to growing
together with individuals looking to achieve

the same, while also inspiring the next
generation of excellent visionaries.”

“I joined the Legacy Board because its
students are the future of Chicago! Working
for Legacy will be a privilege because I enjoy

working with young students as well as
collaborating with a group of passionate

individuals pursuing the same goal.”

Sonya Moore 
Director and Legacy Parent

Markayle Tolliver 
Director and Legacy Alumni

Amir Muhammad
Director

Josh Concannon
Director

We deeply appreciate the long-term dedication of all our board members.



Legacy Scholars are
changing the world 

 Growing tomorrow’s
leaders today!

Legacy graduates are ready to
achieve at the highest academic
levels and to create meaningful

change in their communities.

Leave a Legacy
Public funds only cover the basic
needs of a school.  As a 501c3 non-
profit Legacy relies on donor
generosity to provide our scholars
with the expanded academic and
social-emotional support they need
in order to be prepared for their
future.  Donate Today! 

 (773) 542-1640

development@legacycharterschool.org
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Every detail of the Legacy
Charter School has been
carefully considered: it is

efficient, durable, and
inexpensive without looking

overly institutional. The
school is designed to

support students from
kindergarten through 8th

grade, with bright and
engaging design that flows

from the site's unusual
geometry, and

accommodations tailored
to each grade level. In

addition to classrooms,
each building floor includes
spaces that can be used for

small-group or individual
instruction. 

The school was awarded
LEED Platinum certification
because of its rooftop solar
panels and other features,
which double as tools to
educate students about

sustainability.

3318 W. Ogden Ave

TOUR LEGACY DURING 
OPEN HOUSE CHICAGO 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 10 AM - 4 PM
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 10 AM - 3 PM

 

Two 
Decades
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https://www.legacycharterchicago.org/

